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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after allowance or after an Office action under Ex 
Parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 (Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, prosecution in this application has been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on 09/02/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1, 3, 7, 9, 11-17, 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukushima Toshiyushi (JP 2000-322818) in view of Obayashi et al. (US 
2004/0015708). 

Regarding claim 1, Fukushima discloses an optical disc comprising: 
a data recording area for recording data (see Fig. 1); and 

a drive information area for recording drive-specific information (see Fig. 5), wherein: 
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the drive information area comprises a plurality of clusters (see Figs. 5-7), 
each cluster comprises a plurality of sectors (see Fig. 5), 

each sector has capacity for storing one record of drive-specific information (see Figs. 1- 

7), 

the plural records of drive-specific information are arranged in an order in which the 
plural records were recorded with a last-recorded record of the plural records of drive-specific 
information located in a first sector of a current cluster following a last sector of a previous 
cluster (see Fig. 5-7), 

new drive-specific information is newly recorded to a first sector in a new cluster (see 
Fig. 6, note the new cluster is the cluster after update), 

information from all sectors except a last sector in an immediately preceding cluster is 
newly recorded to sectors following the first sector in the new cluster (see Fig. 6, #(n+16) which 
includes the new drive-specific information, the immediately preceding cluster being recorded 
with all previous records of drive-specific information (see Fig. 6, # (n+16)...#n). 

Obayashi et al. discloses an optical disc comprising a recording area with a new cluster is 
immediately next to a preceding cluster in the same drive information area in the optical disc. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide an optical disc comprising a new cluster is immediately next to a 
preceding cluster in the same drive information area in the optical disc in Fukushima as 
suggested by Obayashi, the motivation being in order to have larger recording capacity. 

Regarding claims 3, 15-17, 20-22, the combination of Fukushima and Obayashi, 
Fukushima Figs. 1.-7, discloses an optical disc as described in claim 1, wherein the drive-specific 
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information includes at least a manufacturer identifier for identifying a manufacturer of an 
optical disc drive and the writing unit is operable to write the manufacturer identifier to the drive 
information area; drive-specific information includes recording/playback conditions including a 
required laser power level, and the writing unit is operable to write the recording/playback 
conditions including the required laser power level to the drive information area (see Fukushima 
Figs. 5-6 and [0073]-[0077]). 

Regarding claims 7, 9 and 19, see rejection above of claim 1. 

Regarding claims 11-14, an optical disc as described in claim 13, wherein the drive 
identifier is a serial number of the optical disc (see Fig. 6); wherein the new cluster is 
immediately next to the preceding cluster in the same drive information area in an outward radial 
direction of the optical disc; and wherein the drive-specific information includes a drive 
identifier of the optical disc drive; and wherein the drive-specific information includes 
recording/playback conditions including a required laser power level (see Fukushima Figs. 5-6 
and [0073]-[0077]). 

Claims 4,18 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fukushima Toshiyuki (JP 2000-322818), Obayashi et al. (US 2004/0015708) in view of 
Yamagami et al. (US 6,256,282). 

Regarding claims 4,18 and 23, Fukushima, see Figs. 1-7, discloses an optical disc as 
described in claim 1, discloses an information recording medium 101 (see Fig. 1) and read by a 
read beam incident thereto from the same side (see Fig. 8), wherein has a drive information area 
for recording drive-specific information (see Fig. 4); the drive information area for recording 
drive-specific information is disposed to the first recording layer, and an area in the second 
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recording layer at a same radial position as the drive information area is unrecorded, and the 
writing unit is operable to write the drive-specific information to the first recording layer (see 
Fukushima Figs. 5-6 and [0073]-[0077]). 

Yamagami, see cols. 5-6, discloses an optical disc comprising at least a first recording 
layer and a second recording layer each read by a read beam incident thereto from the same side, 
and the area in the second recording layer at the same radial position of layer 1. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide an optical disc comprising at least a first recording layer and a 
second recording layer in Fukushima as suggested by Yamagami, the motivation being in order 
to have larger recording capacity (see Yamagami col. 5). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US 5805546. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Van N. Chow whose telephone number is (571)272-7590. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne R. Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Van N. Chow/ /Wayne Young/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2627 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 

2627 



